
bond was created with his 
disciples and with us. It is as 
though the whole history of 
salvation ends tonight just as 
it begins -- with bare feet and 
the voice of God speaking to 
us through his own flesh and 
blood: "As I have done for 
you, so you must also do." 
The washing of the feet is 
integral to the Last Supper. 
It is John's way of saying to 
C h r i s t ' s  f o l l o w e r s 
throughout the ages: "You 
must remember his sacrifice 
in the Mass, but you must 
a l s o  r e m e m b e r  h i s 
admonition to go out and 
serve the world." 
At the Last Supper, Jesus 
teaches us that true authority 
in the Church comes from 
being a servant, from laying 
down our lives for our 
friends. His life is a feast for 
the poor and for sinners. It 
must be the same for those 
who receive the Lord's body 
and blood. We become what 
we receive in this meal and 
we imitate Jesus in his saving 
works, his healing words, 
and his gestures of humble 
service. From the Eucharist 
must flow a certain style of 
communitarian life, a 
genuine care for our 
neighbors, and for strangers. 
 
Full article at zenit.org 

By Father Thomas Rosica,CSB  
TORONTO, APRIL 5, 2009 
(Zenit.org).- Both the Jewish 
and Christian traditions view 
eating and feasting as more 
than simply an opportunity 
to refuel the body, enjoy 
certain delicacies, or celebrate 
a particular occasion.  
Eating and feasting became 
fo r  bo th  t r ad i t i ons , 
encounters with transcendent 
realities and even union with 
the divine. In the New 
Testament, so much of Jesus' 
own ministry took place 
during meals at table. Some 
say that you can eat your way 
through the Gospels with 
Jesus! 
Jesus attends many meals 
throughout the four Gospels: 
with Levi and his business 
colleagues, with Simon the 
Pharisee, with Lazarus and 
his sisters in Bethany, with 
Zacchaeus and the crowd in 
Jericho, with outcasts and 
centurions, with crowds on 
Galilean hillsides, and with 
disciples in their homes. 
It is ultimately during the 
final meal that Jesus leaves us 
with his most precious gift in 
the Eucharist. The Scripture 
readings for Holy Thursday 
root us deeply in our Jewish 
past: celebrating the Passover 
with the Jewish people, 
receiving from St. Paul that 
which was handed on to him, 
namely the Eucharistic 
banquet, and looking at Jesus 
squarely in the face as he 
kneels before us to wash our 
feet in humble service. 

Instead of presenting to us 
one of the synoptic Gospel 
stories of the "institution" of 
the Eucharist, the Church 
offers us the disturbing 
posture of the Master 
kneeling before his friends to 
wash their feet in a gesture 
of humility and service.  
Just imagine the scene! As 
Jesus wraps a towel around 
his waist, takes a pitcher of 
water, stoops down and 
begins washing the feet of 
his disciples, he teaches his 
friends that liberation and 
new life are won not in 
presiding over multitudes 
from royal thrones nor by 
the quantity of bloody 
sacrifices offered on temple 
altars but by walking with 
the lowly and poor and 
serving them as a foot 
washer along the journey. 
On this holy night of 
"institution," as Jesus drank 
from the cup of his blood 
and stooped to wash feet, a 
new and dynamic, common 
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From the balcony of Saint Francis de Sales Semi-

nary.  Check out sfs.edu to learn more about  

Milwaukee's priestly formation program. Take a 

tour of the Seminary...Spring is in the air! 

AWAKEN ME TO THE 

TOUCH OF CHRISTMAS 

AS I FEEL YOU,  

MY GOD,  

THROBBING WITH LIFE 

IN EVERYTHING. 
 

       -Prayer by Edward Hays 

CLICK HERE TO 

WATCH  

http://www.zenit.org/rssenglish-25576
http://www.zenit.org
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.houseofpeacemilwaukee.org/
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.fscc-calledtobe.org/
http://www.fscc-calledtobe.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.sfs.edu/
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.livingourfaith.net/Season3/LOFvideo/Week6/VideoSegment2.htm

