
for animals. Toward the 
end of his life, as he was 
going blind, the doctors 
had prescribed applying a 
red-hot poker to his 
forehead. As the poker was 
being brought from the fire 
to be applied to his frail 
body, he prayed, "My 
Brother Fire, that surpasses 
all other things in beauty, 
the Most High created you 
strong and beautiful and 
useful. Be kind to me in 
this hour; be courteous." It 
was during this period, in 
his last days while he lay 
sick and dying, that this 
great 13th Century mystic 
composed that most 
famous poem dedicated to 
God and Nature, known as 
The Canticle of All 
Creatures. 

Next week we celebrate 
Earth Day.  I figured we 
could start a week early, 
considering how St. Francis 
saw caring for nature as an 
essential part of his ministry 
and the ministry of his sisters 
and brothers.  Peace and 
blessings! ~your friend bob. 
 
From www.franciscans.org 
 

St Francis of Assisi is 
known throughout the 
world as a lover of nature. 
Many artistic portrayals of 
the Saint connect him with 
the environment. It was 
not surprising then, that 
the Pope declared him the 
Patron Saint of the 
Environment in 1979. Why 
in the 21st Century, in the 
midst of global pollution 
and warming, expanding 
holes in the ozone layer 
and massive devastation of 
our planet's eco-systems, 
do we look to a 13th 
century man to give us 
guidance and inspiration? 
L o n g  b e f o r e  t h e 
environment became an 
issue, Francis saw human 
beings abusing nature. 
In what could be the first 
"ecological statement" 
outside the Bible, Francis 
s a i d  t h i s : 
"These creatures minister to our 
needs every day; without them we 
could not live and through them 

the human race greatly offends 
the Creator every time we fail to 
appreciate so great a blessing." - 
Legend of Perugia 43 
There is no doubt that he 
demonstrated an affinity 
with nature and with the 
animal kingdom. 
Many of the old medieval 
legends about St Francis 
speak of his ability to 
communicate with nature in 
an extraordinary way. There 
is the famous story of how 
he tamed the man-eating 
wolf that terrorised the 
citizens of the small village 
of Gubbio. Or the occasion 
when near the village of 
Bevagna he preached to the 
birds. We are told he even 
lifted worms from his path 
so that they would not be 
trodden upon. 
Francis' regard was not just 

Do your part for God's earth. Franciscans and Nature 
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From the balcony of Saint Francis de 

Sales Seminary.  Check out sfs.edu 

to learn more about Milwaukee's 

priestly formation program.  

Deacons are coming! 
 

Four Saint Francis de Sales 
seminarians will be ordained 

transitional deacons Saturday, April 
24 at a 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Matthias 

Parish, 9306 W. Beloit Rd., 
Milwaukee. 

The four men pictured above l-r are: 
Hugo Londono-Gallego (Cathedral of 
St. John the Evangelist, Milwaukee), 
Javier Guativa-Rozo (Community of 
St. Paul, Racine), Kevin McManaman 

(Nativity of the Lord, Cudahy), 
Christopher Klusman (St. Matthias, 

Milwaukee) 
These seminarians will be ordained to 

the Order of Deacons through the 
imposition of hands and the 

invocation of the Holy Spirit by the 
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki, 

Archbishop of Milwaukee. 
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Susan Whitney remembers that her interest in religious life started when she was 6 years old. She was drawn 
to her parish church during school recess loving the beauty and the quiet. But her life took several abrupt turns. Her family 
was not supportive of a religious vocation and then she was diagnosed at age fourteen with a rare form of cancer of the ton-
sils. She recovered, earned a college degree in nursing, and practiced in several nursing arenas, including her own private 
practice. Life rushed forward. 
Her cancer experience prompted serious questions about life, mortality and God. She was forever changed and continued 
her spiritual journey, seeking to deepen and strengthen her faith. She also attended òCome and Seeó weekends with several 
religious congregations. òI wanted to become a sister and wanted to give God a chance to help me become more aware of 
how I could serve joyfully. I wanted to listen and respond with my whole heart.ó  
Years of spiritual direction led to her study and certification in spiritual direction. Then, while attending classes for catechist 

certification in Tucson, Arizona, she me Sister Jane Eschweiler, SDS, who was conducting the classes. Once again Susan felt the vocation call. Was it too 
late? This past fall Susan entered the candidature of the Sisters of the Divine Savior in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. During this year, she is learning what reli-
gious life is likeñliving in community, the personal and communal prayer and working in a ministry. òThe main focus of the year is to balance commu-
nity, prayer and ministry,ó she explained. She is also continuing graduate studies in Pastoral Ministries and is writing her thesis, hoping to complete it by 
December 2010. òIt has felt so natural and comfortable with the Salvatorian Sisters. I have been encouraged to be my self and am affirmed for that. The 
Salvatorian family is there for one another and there is a place for everyone. I am grateful that our loving God never stopped calling me.ó (howdoiknow) 

Meet Susan Witney: ôGod kept Calling Meõ - Sheõs training for religious life 

Discerning the call to the 
PRIESTHOOD³COME AND SEE: 

Seminary radio show  
Saint Francis de Sales 
Seminary is taking to the 
airwaves with a  new  radio 
show on Relevant Radio, 
100.1 FM. New Heart, New 
Spirit éYour connection to 
life at Saint Francis de Sales 
Seminary, features Rector Fr. 
Don Hying and special guests 
who will discuss the 
Seminaryõs momentum, 
goals, what seminary life is 
really like and ways to get 
involved.  
 
New Heart, New Spirit  airs 
at 11 a.m. the first Saturday 
of every month. Show topics 
and guest ideas are 
welcome. Please email us at 
newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu 
with your ideas.  
 
 CLICK HERE FOR PODCAST 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
 
St. Francis de Sales Summer CampsñJune 2010 
 
Time to Get Real 
Middle School Age: June 20-22, 2010  
What's Up Jesus 
High School Age: June 22-25, 2010  
For More information:  
contact Father Jim Lobacz: vocations@sfs.edu or 414-747-
6437  
 
CLICK HERE TO WATCH PROMOTION VIDEO 

Susan Witney (right) and 
Sister Mary Lee Grady, SDS 

 
 
Click box to 
watch clip. 
 
 

 
Archbishop Listecki Speaks at Annual 
Men's Retreat 
Archbishop Jerome Listecki talks about his 
calling to the priesthood and the transition from 
priest to Bishop and then Archbishop. 
The Archbishop shared this with attendees at 
the Annual Statewide Men's Retreat held 
each eyar at St. Francis De Sales Seminary. http://bloximages.chicago2.vip 

EASTER SEASON 
PRAYER: 
Grant, we beseech Thee, 

O Almighty God,  
that we who have  

observed the paschal  
mystery,  

may by Thy favor manifest 
its power by lives of  

virtue. 
Through Christ our Lord.  

(from catholic.org) 
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