
 

training, where he studies 
theology, Scripture, Church 
teachings, and the skills he will 
need in order to be an 
e f f e c t i v e  p r i e s t . 
How do you know you have 
a  voca t i o n  t o  t he 
p r i e s t h o o d ? 
Through Baptism every 
Christian has a vocation, that 
is, a call to holiness from God. 
The Holy Spirit invites all of us 
to share our gifts, talents and 
lives in some unique way. It 
may be as a single person 
giving witness to Christ by 
living a life directed by the 
Gospel message. It may be as a 
married person dedicating 
oneõs life and love to another 
and sharing in faith within a 
family. It may be as a religious 
brother or sister dedicating 
oneõs life to service and 
ministry in the Church. Or, it 
may be as a priest, leading the 
community of the faithful 
through the sacraments and  
 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

This Question and answer session 
is from a website cal led 
behindthecollar.  It gives an inside 
look at the life of a priest from the 
Diocese of Richmond. 
finding your role... 
What options outside of 
priesthood are available? 
The church today has an 
enormous  va r i e t y  o f 
ministries available as a lay 
person and as a permanent 
deacon. Your local vocation 
director can help you discern 
whether your call is to 
priesthood, or to another 
form of church service, such 
as catechist, Eucharistic 
minister, reader, or parish 
committee membership. 
Generally, though, such 
parish involvement is 
expected of any serious 
candidate for priesthood 
before being accepted by a 
s p o n s o r . 
How does one become a 
member of a religious 
c o m m u n i t y ? 
The formation program 
involves several stages. While 
these vary from community 
to community in name, 
length of time, and format, 
the following outline gives a 
general view of the formation 
p r o c e s s : 
Contact: A person of high 
school age or older who is 
interested in religious life can 
join a program of contact 
with a religious community. 
This is usually a very flexible 
program. The person meets 
monthly with a priest, brother 
or s ister  and shares 

experiences of prayer and 
community life with the 
congregation in which he 
or she is interested. 
Candidate: A more formal 
relationship with the 
community occurs when a 
pe r so n  bec ome s  a 
candidate. The person lives 
with the community while 
continuing his or her 
educat ion or  work 
e x p e r i e n c e . 
This period enables the 
candidate to observe and 
participate in religious life from 
the inside. It also gives the 
community an opportunity to 
see if the candidate shows 
promise of living the life of the 
community. A person may be a 
candidate for one or two years. 
Novice: The novitiate is the 
next stage of formation. This is 
a special one or two-year period 
that marks official entrance into 
the community. Novices spend 
time in study and prayer, 
l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t 
themselves, the community and 
their relationship with the 
Lord. At the end of the 
novitiate, they prepare for 
temporary promises, or vows. 
Vows: Promises of poverty, 
chastity and obedience may be 
taken for one, two, or three 
years, depending on the 
decision of the individual 
person. These promises are 
renewable for up to nine years. 
Final vows may be taken after 
three years of temporary 
p r o m i s e s . 
A man studying for religious 
priesthood also has seminary 
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Quick Links:  

HOW DO I KNOW?  

UW-Milwaukee  

Newman Center 

 

Catholic Youth  

Expeditions (CYE) 

 

Jesuit Volunteer Corps  

vocation-network.org  

  

Capuchin Volunteers  

Jesuits  
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From archmil.orgé
Donating to Haiti: 

You can donate 

online.   When using the 

online form, please 

choose  Haitian  Relief  at 

the top of the form and 

type Haitian Relief  in the 

"comments" section of the 

form.  

Click here to donate to 

Haitian Relief  

World Mission Ministries 

thanks you for your 

generosity and concern 

and asks for your 

continued prayers for the 

people of Haiti.  

IN SOLIDARITY WITH 

THE PEOPLE OF HAITI  

  MARCH 21st: MARK YOUR    

CALENDARS! 
The Archdiocese of Milwaukee's Vocation Office and St 

Francis de Sales Seminary, will host Vocationfest Sunday, 

March 21, at the Seminary, 3257 South Lake Drive, St. 

Francis. The open house event runs from 1 p.m. to 4 

p.m.  Questions? Contact Janice Sikora-Tabat at 

the Vocations Office: jsikora@sfs.edu 
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http://www.behind-the-collar.com/tabid/144/default.aspx
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.newmanuwm.com/
http://www.newmanuwm.com/
http://cyexpeditions.org/expeditions.htm
http://cyexpeditions.org/expeditions.htm
http://www.jesuitvolunteers.org/
http://www.vocation-network.org/
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.jesuit.org/
https://secure.inet-web.com/worldmissions_archmildonate_org/Donations/donationsform.asp
https://secure.inet-web.com/worldmissions_archmildonate_org/Donations/donationsform.asp
http://www.thinkpriest.org/events.html
mailto:jsikora@sfs.edu


New Heart New Sprit  
Seminary Radio Show 
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Daily Prayer Online  
 

 

SACRED SPACE 
 

We invite you to make a 'Sacred Space' in your day, and spend ten 
minutes, praying here and now, as you sit at your computer, with the 
help of on-screen guidance and scripture chosen specially every day. 

March 27, 2010 
Mark your Calendar for 

the largest annual Catho-
lic youth event.  

 
For more information, 
visit the WYRE Minis-

tries web site, 
www.wyreministries.org 

 
CLICK TO WATCH 

VIDEO  

To Catholic Relief 

Services efforts to 

assist victims of the 

earthquake in Chile 

Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary is 
on the airwaves 
with a new radio 
show on Relevant 
Radio, 100.1 FM. 
New Heart, New 
Spiritȣ9ÏÕÒ 
connection to life at 
Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary, 
features Rector Fr. 
Don Hying and 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÍÉÎÁÒÙȭÓ 
momentum, goals, what seminary life is really like and 
ways to get involved. 
New Heart, New Spirit airs at 11 a.m. the first 
Saturday of every month. Show topics and guest ideas 
are welcome. Please email us at 
newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu with your ideas. 
 
CHECK OUT THE LATEST PODCAST FEATURING 
SEMINARIAN RYAN PRUESS! Click here to listen. 

BEHIND THE COLLAR CONTINUED...  
sharing in the life-journey of Godõs people. You may feel Christ calling you to serve the people of God. Christ doesnõt 
call us in the same direct way he called the apostles. Christ often calls us from a silent voice deep within: òCome and 
follow me. Dedicate your life to me and to the spread of the Gospel.ó 
Why did you become a priest? 
òI became a priest because I fell in love with Jesus. When I was in school, I was interested in many possible careers. At 
one point, I wanted to be a dentist. Later, I thought about becoming a musician. Still later, I thought I might want to be 
a lawyer. But through all of those confusing years in high school and college, one thing became clear to me ð I was 
falling in love with Christ. My faith, which had been important to me as a child, was becoming even more important to 
me as a young adult. While I enjoyed college life, with all of its activities and fun, I slowly began to realize that my 
relationship with Christ was central to my life. My involvement in church and ministry gave me great satisfaction. While 
other things brought me some happiness, my involvement in ministry was giving me joy, and a deep sense of 
satisfaction. I became more and more involved in campus and parish ministry, and as I reflected on those experiences, I 
understood that the gifts which God had given me were well suited to serving others. Not only that, I discovered that I 
found real joy in reaching out to others with the Good News of the Gospel. For awhile, I thought that God would give 
me some kind of external sign if he wanted me to be a priest ð but then I realized that the answer was coming from 
within. As I reflected on the gifts God had given me, as I paid 
attention to the feelings I had when I was involved in ministry, as I 
thought about the things in life that gave me joy, it slowly dawned on 
me that God had created me precisely to serve his people. The answer 
did not come from outside ð it came from within, where God revealed 
my deepest dreams and desires. This process of prayerful discernment 
helped me to understand that God had created me for a specific 
reason, and God gave me the gifts and personality that would enable 
me to fulfill that call. Saying ôyesõ to priesthood was, in a sense, saying 
ôyesõ to the person God had already created me to be.ó 
ð Fr. Michael Renninger. 

http://staywithdonbosco.files.wordpress.com/ 

http://sacredspace.ie/
http://www.wyreministries.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDiY9oATpA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDiY9oATpA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/NazarethProject/YoungAdult/worldyouthday.htm
https://secure.crs.org/site/Donation2?df_id=3220&3220.donation=form1%20
mailto:newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu
http://www.sfs.edu/sfsnews_2009radioshow.html

