
 

again to young people--and to 
do so in the language that 
young people speak. Convents 
c o n d u c t  e- m a i l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h 
interested women, blogs 
written by sisters give a peek 
into the habited life and 
webs i t es  o f fer  on l i ne 
personality questionnaires to 
test vocations. One site, 
Vocation-network.org frames 
the choice much like a dating 
service, with Christ as the 
ultimate match. "For a long 
time, we neglected to invite 
people to see what we are 
about," says Sister Doris 
Gottemoeller of the Institute 
of the Sisters of Mercy of 
America, a national order. "I 
think we're more ready to do 
that now." 
And although the extreme 
conservatism of a nun's life 
m a y  s e e m  w h o l l y 
countercultural for young 
American women today, that is 
exactly what attracts many of 
them, say experts and the 
women themselves. "Religious 
life itself is a radical choice," 
says Brother Paul Bednarczyk, 
executive director of the 
National Religious Vocation 
Conference in Chicago. "In an 
age where our primary secular 
values are sex, power and 
money, for someone to choose 
chastity, obedience and 
poverty is a radical statement." 
 
CLICK HERE to read the 
complete article. 

Article from time.com, 
LISA TAKEUCHI CULLEN 
AND TRACY SCHMIDT  
For the iPod generation, it 
doesn't get more radical than 
wearing a veil. The hijab 
worn by traditional Muslim 
women might have people 
talking, but it's the wimple 
that really turns heads. And in 
the U.S. today, the nuns most 
likely to wear that headdress 
are the ones young enough to 
have a playlist. 
Over the past five years, 
Roman Catholic communities 
around the country have 
experienced a curious 
phenomenon: more women, 
most in their 20s and 30s, are 
trying on that veil. Convents 
in Nashville, Tenn.; Ann 
Arbor, Mich.; and New York 
City all admitted at least 15 
entrants over the past year 
and fielded hundreds of 
inquiries. One convent is 
hurriedly raising funds for a 
new building to house the 
inflow, and at another a rush 
of new blood has lowered the 

median age of its 225 
sisters to 36. Catholic 
centers at universities, 
including Illinois and 
Texas A&M, report 
growing numbers of 
women entering 
discernment, or the 
official period of 
c o n s i d e r i n g  a 
vocation. Career 
women seeking more 
meaning in their lives 
and  empty-nest 

moms are also finding their way 
to convent doors. 
This is a welcome turnabout 
f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  A s 
opportunities opened for 
women in the 1960s and '70s, 
fewer of them viewed the 
asceticism and confinements of 
religious life as a tempting 
career choice. Since 1965, the 
number of Catholic nuns in the 
U.S. has declined from 179,954 
to just 67,773, according to the 
Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate at Georgetown 
University. The average age of 
nuns today is 69. But over the 
past decade or so, expressing 
their religious beliefs openly 
has become hip for many 
young people, a trend 
intensified among Catholic 
women by the charismatic 
appeal of Pope John Paul II's 
youth  ra l l ies  and  h is 
interpretation of modern 
feminism as a way for women 
to express Christian values. 
As this so-called JP2 generation 
has come of age, religious 
orders have begun to reach out 

    Todayõs Nun has a Veilñ-And a Blog (from Time) 

Vocation Links:  

HOW DO I KNOW?   

vocation-network.org  

  

Capuchin Volunteers  

Jesuits  

  

Vocation Spirit News  
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From archmil.orgé
Donating to Haiti: 

You can donate 

online.   When using the 

online form, please 

choose  Haitian  Relief  at 

the top of the form and 

type Haitian Relief  in the 

"comments" section of the 

form.  

Click here to donate to 

Haitian Relief  

World Mission Ministries 

thanks you for your 

generosity and concern 

and asks for your 

continued prayers for the 

people of Haiti.  

IN SOLIDARITY WITH 

THE PEOPLE OF HAITI  

LIVING OUR FAITH SEGMENT  

2/13/2010: Deacon Dick Niggeman and Seminarian 

Christopher Klusman 

Deacon Dick Niggeman shares his experience of being 
homeless as a child and how it motivates his work in 
prison ministry. Seminarian Christopher Klusman, 

who is deaf, talks about how he òheardó his call to the priesthood. 

CLICK HERE TO 

WATCH  

    MARCH 21st: 

  MARK YOUR    

CALENDARS... 

Young nuns from the Sisters of Life Convent play 
volleyball near the water on the SUNY Maritime 

Campus in the Bronx, September 2006.  

http://vocation-network.org/
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1558292,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/letters/email_letter.html
http://www.time.com/time/letters/email_letter.html
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.vocation-network.org/
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.jesuit.org/
https://secure.inet-web.com/worldmissions_archmildonate_org/Donations/donationsform.asp
https://secure.inet-web.com/worldmissions_archmildonate_org/Donations/donationsform.asp
http://www.thinkpriest.org/events.html
http://www.livingourfaith.net/Season3/LOFvideo/Week6/VideoSegment2.htm


Prayers and Support Urged for Chile in Time of  Disaster 

Page 2  VOCATION  SPIRIT  NEWS 

By Michael Hill (from Catholic Relief Services) 
Catholic Relief Services is accepting donations to help those in Chile affected by the powerful earthquake that 
struck the South American country on Saturday. 
CRS will be supporting the relief efforts of the local Catholic Church through Caritas Chile, the social service 
arm of the Catholic Church in Chile, which is responding with food and other assistance.  
"We ask all to give their prayers and support to the people 
of Chile at this difficult time," said CRS President Ken 
Hackett. "It must be remembered that Chile was one of 
the first countries to give help to Haitians in their 
suffering."  
CRS will assist Caritas Chile with donations and has 
offered expertise. "The magnitude and depth of the 
catastrophe which has affected the poorest regions of the 
country will require the support of Caritas members in 
Latin America and worldwide," said Caritas Chile Director 
Lorenzo Figueroa. "Above all, hope is needed among our 
suffering people." 
Figueroa said that Caritas Chile is collecting food that is 
being sent to the areas most affected by the magnitude 8.8 
quake. 
"Caritas Chile is working in coordination with 
governmental and civil society organizations in 
establishing a national help network in spite of enormous communications difficulties," he said. "Our own 
communications network and capacity to offer warehouses and points of collection and distribution are 
immediately available." 
Michael Hill is CRS' communications officer for sub-Saharan Africa. He is based at the agency's headquarters in Baltimore. 

March 27, 2010 
Mark your Calendar for the larg-
est annual Catholic youth event.  

 
For more information, visit the 

WYRE Ministries web site, 
www.wyreministries.org 

 
CLICK TO WATCH VIDEO  

Cathedral Tour & Prayers for High School age boys  

 

 
March 13, 2010  

High School boys (RSVP by March 5th ) 

10 amñMeet at Cathedral 
11 amñtour of the Cathedral w/ Fr. Jim 

Lobacz and Sacristan Roger Truckey 
11ñ12 Holy Hour w/ Adoration and 

Prayers 
12ñ1pmð lunch at a nearby restaurant 

Parents are requested to pick up boys at 1 
pm.  

COST: $5 for each participant.  
 

*The tour is open to all interested middle and 
high school boys. Student signed permission 

slips are required to attend this event.  
 

CLICK HERE to obtain permission slips 
(online @ thinkpriest.org) 

 
Please RSVP Susi Kurek. Email 

skurek@sfs.edu or call Susi at the Vocations 
Office at 414-747-6437.  

Photos courtesy of Cathedral web-
page, thinkpriest.org, and 
www.michalhlordgallery.com 

Residents inspect debris on the coast in Pelluhue, a town 
close to the epicenter of an earthquake. Photo by Reuters/
Victor Ruiz Caballero, courtesy www.alertnet.org 

CLICK 

ON 

THE 

LINKS

FOR 

MORE 

http://crs.org/chile/maule-quake.cfm
http://www.wyreministries.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDiY9oATpA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/NazarethProject/YoungAdult/worldyouthday.htm
http://www.thinkpriest.org/pdfs_downloads/Permission_highschool_cathedral.pdf
mailto:skurek@sfs.edu%20

