
and the Papal States. Pope 
Alexander III was so grateful 
for the Doge's service that 
he sent a blessed ring as a 
sign of the sovereignty that 
the Doge and his successors 
will have perpetually over the 
sea. The blessing of the sea 
turned into a "marriage with 
the sea," and since that time, 
the Doge of Venice would 
board an ornate, gilded boat 
( t h e  B u c i n t o r o ,  o r 
Bucentaur) and be rowed to 
the lagoon in front of the 
church of San Nicolo del 
Lido, accompanied by clergy 
and government types, and 
with a procession of other 
decorated boats following 
behind. There, the Doge 
would throw a ring into the 
waters while saying the 
words "Desponsamus te 
mare, in signum veri 
perpetuique dominii," which 
mean, "We marry you, oh 
sea, as a symbol of perpetual 
dominion." Now the mayor 
throws the ring, thereby 
uniting that beautiful city 
with the sea... 

This article, and the picture 
provide, comes from fisheaters.com. 
 
As to customs, it is 
traditional to eat some sort 
of bird on this day, in honor 
of Christ Who "flew" to 
Heaven. If you live in a hilly 
or mountainous area, 
climbing the hills in 
commemoration of Jesus 
and the Apostles' climbing 
the Mt. of Olives, whence 
Jesus ascended to Heaven, is 
customary. Putting the two 
together, a picnic that 
includes some sort of bird 
and eaten on a hill or 
mountain would be a perfect 
way to spend the day. 
 
In some parts of Italy 
(Tuscany, for ex.) there is the 
interesting custom of 
catching crickets on this day. 
Families will have a picnic 
while the children look for 
crickets, which are said to 
bring blessings (as they are 
seen to do in the East, too) -
- especially if they still sing 
when taken home in little 
cricket cages. Back in the 
day, a man would adorn his 
beloved's doors with flowers 
on this Feast, and give her a 
cricket cage, too. I have no 
idea as to how crickets came 
to be associated with the 
Ascension, but the Feast is 
also known in parts of Italy 
as "La Festa del Grillo" ("the 
Feast of the Cricket"). Now 
this custom usually takes 
place on the Sunday after 
Ascension Day, and caged 
crickets are sold so that 
children can release them -- 
but crickets can be kept as 
s i n g i n g  p e t s,  t o o ! 
 
Something else wonderful 
happens in Italy on the Feast 
of the Ascension and the 
days following: in Venice, 
there is a clock tower in the 
Piazza San Marco. This 
marvelous clock, made in 

A.D. 1499 
( a n d 
r e c e n t l y 
restored) 
ind icates 
not only 
t h e 
m i n u t e s 
and hours, 
but the 
d a y s , 
m o n t h s , 
Zod iaca l 
signs, and 
phases of 
the Moon 
as well. At the top of the 
tower are two large figures 
known as the Moors 
("Mori"), who signal the 
hour by striking a large bell. 
Underneath them is a large, 
golden lion -- the symbol of 
St. Mark, patron of Venice. 
Underneath this is a niche 
which holds a figure of Our 
Lady and her Son. Twice a 
year -- on the Feast of the 
Epiphany and during the 
festivities surrounding the 
Ascension (known as "la 
Festa della Sensa" in Venice) 
-- doors on either side of 
Our Lady open up, and out 
come the three Magi, led by 
an angel. The angel and 
Kings make their way 
around Our Lady and Jesus, 
the angel regaling them with 
his trumpet, and the Kings 
bowing and removing their 
c r o w n s .  1  
 
Also on this day, a very old 
civic ritual is re-enacted in 
this city. The Ascension had 
always been an important 
Feast to the Venetians: in 
A.D. 1000, the Doge left on 
this Feast Day to aid the 
Dalmatians who were being 
threatened by the Slavs. This 
led to Venetian security and 
became celebrated annually 
with a blessing of the sea. 
Then, in A.D. 1177, the 
Doge helped bring about a 
peace between Barbarossa 
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Christ did not enter into a 

sanctuary made by hands, 

a copy of the true one, but 

heaven itself, 

that he might now appear 

before God on our behalf.  

 
(reading from this Sunday,  

Hebrews, chapter 9)  
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All About Chuck: Profile of  a  priest 
òEven though he had quite a career as a physical therapist, when 
he turned the corner and turned a page in 
his life and entered the seminary, none of 
us were surprised,ó admitted his dad, Larry 
Wrobel, a retired standards engineer at 
Speed Queen in Ripon who now lives in 
Florida with his wife, Brenda, and works at 
Disney World. òMany of us in the family 
were like, ôWhat took you so long?õó 
The Catholic faith was an integral part of 
the Wrobelsõ family life and even as a 
youngster, the idea of priesthood crossed 
young Chuckõs mindó (Read more at 
Catholic Herald Online). 

Jesus said to them, òSo it is 
written that the Christ would 
suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, and that, in his 
name, repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins would be 
preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to 
this. And now I am sending upon you what the Father has promised. Stay in 
the city, then, until you are clothed with the power from on high.ó Then he took 
them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, and raising his hands, he blessed 
them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew from them and was carried up to 
heaven. They worshipped him and then went back to Jerusalem full of joy, and 
they were continually in the Temple praising God. 
Introductory Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, I believe that you ascended into 
heaven and are seated at Godõs right hand. I rejoice in your triumph. I 
hope in you, for you are both Man and God, you intercede for us before 
your Father. I trust in you, for you sent me the gift of the Holy Spirit. I 
love you, but my love is weak. I want to love you as you deserve. 
Petition: Lord, strengthen my faith, hope and love. Help me prepare my 
soul to receive the Holy Spirit in Pentecost. Make me a person of hope 
and trust, because you are faithful. 
 
Conversation: Holy Spirit, I want to prepare well for your coming. I need 
you, without you I cannot pronounce the name of Jesus, much less carry 
out what God wants of me. Strengthen me, strengthen my faith and trust, 
and turn me into a faithful worker for the Kingdom. 
Questionnaire:  
1. Do I tend to get discouraged when things are difficult, or have I learnt 
the value of Christõs Cross? 
2. Am I preparing my soul for the coming of the Holy Spirit, how much a 
part of my spiritual life is he? 
3. What does it mean to me that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father 
interceding for me? 
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Five New Ordained Ministers this Summer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Row, Deacons Matt Widder, & Antony 
Primal Thomas. Back Row: Deacons Erich 

Weiss, Chuck Wrobel & Johnny Burns. More 
about our future priests can be found on,  

the seminarian biography page.  

    UPCOMING EVENT for teen boys: 
 
St. Francis de Sales Summer CampsñJune 2010 
 
Time to Get 
Real 
Middle School 
Age: June 20-
22, 2010  
What's Up 
Jesus 
High School 
Age:  
June 22-25, 
2010  
For More in-
formation:  
 
contact Father Jim Lobacz: vocations@sfs.edu or 414-747-6437  
 
CLICK HERE TO WATCH PROMOTION VIDEO 
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 Asking God Questions, Reflecting 

An experience designed to enable you 

to make an informed vocation choice 

whatever and whenever that may be. 

A Weekend for Sin-

gle Catholic Men 

Ages 18-45 

 

St. Francis De 

Sales Seminary 

St. Francis, Wis-

consin 

September 24-

26, 2010 

 

CLICK HERE 
FOR  

APPLICATION!  
 

 

Life Directions Weekend, Sept. 24 ï 26  

For it is de-
clared: "You are 
a priest forever, 
in the order of 
Melchizedek. 

-Hebrews chapter 7 
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http://www.chnonline.org/news/local/9474-long-path-strong-commitment-to-priesthood.html
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